
INTRODUCTION RESULTS
(1) Portals for medical writing advices

(2) Resources for medical journals

METHOD

Physicians’ use of internet to gather medical 
1

information has increased in the recent years . A Following is a list of websites found which are either 
growing number of websites offer resources and tools solely dedicated to medical writing or contain pages 
to assist physicians and scientists in preparing that may help in scientific writing;
materials for their publications. They are intended to 
facilitate the publishing careers of physician writers . 
The purpose of this webliographical guide is to assist  
the  doctors and   medical students in writing for a 
medical journal as it includes the websites containing 
information regarding medical writing, biostatistics 
and  citation guidelines.

A search of the World Wide Web was carried out 
looking for the websites which may help researchers in 
putting up their research work and innovative ideas on 
paper. Yahoo, Google scholar and Scirus search 
engines were used by entering the search terms A complete list of international medical journals 
“medical writing resources”, “biostatistics “and available online is well beyond the scope of this article 
“citation guidelines” during the period of June 2008 to but few of them are; FreeMedicalJournals.com for 
December 2008. direct access to current issues of 1400 free, full text 

Reading journals is the first step towards writing in a 
medical journal. Pakmedinet http://www.pakmedi 
net.com) is the Pakistan’s first largest indexed 

5database of medical journals of Pakistan . Pakistan 
M e d i c a l  J o u r n a l s  A s s o c i a t i o n  w e b s i t e  
(http://www.pmja.com) provides directory of medical 
journals approved by PMDC. This website aims at 
improving the quality and practice of medical 
journalism and relationship between journalists and 
medical professionals. 

ABSTRACT... Objective: To search for the websites available on the World-Wide-Web that  contain resources for scientific medical writing 
icluding medical writing advices, online biomedical journals, refrence and citation guidelines and biostatistics webpages. Methods: 
Yahoo, Google scholar and Scirus search engines were used by entering the search terms “medical writing resources”, “biostatistics 
“and “citation guideslines” during the Period: June 2008 to December 2008. Results: Many websites were found containing instructions 
to authors in health sciences(http://www.icmje.org/ ,http://mulford.meduohio.edu/ instr/, http://amwadvc.org/ 
,http://www.councilscience-editors.org/, http://www.medweb.emory.edu/, http://www.writers write.com/medical/, 
http://gateway.nlm.nih.gov/, http://www.au thoraid.info/ http://www.equator-network.org/.), resources for online biomedical 
journals(www.pakmedinet.com, FreeMedicalJournals.com, PubMedECntal.com, findar ticle.com) biostatistics information 
(http://interstat.statjournals.net, www.bmj.com/statbk/ http://statpages.org/, www.quantitativeskills.com/sisa) and reference guidelines 
((www.apastyle.org, http://library.duke.edu/research/citing/, http://www.library.ualber ta.ca/guides/citation/index.cfm, 
http://www.osu.edu/,). Conclusions: With the recent advancements in online availability of biomedical resources, internet may help a lot 
in putting up a research work into an article form and getting it published.
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medical journals; PubMedECntal.com a National led to a specific research finding or opinion. 
Library of Medicine’s free database of full text articles, References also should be used to validate and 
findarticle.com a search engine for finding articles. confirm hypotheses and statements in the narrative of 

the manuscript. The reference list should include 
works that enable a reader to find similar, as well as 
different, discoveries and opinions. On the whole, the 

The reference list of a journal submission can provide number of citations and the criteria used to select 
a fascinating insight into the work ethics, experience citations are good reflections of scientific rigor, but 
and personality of an author. There are several reasons they also may suggest an author’s personal agenda. 
for using citations. One of the most important uses of There are many formats for bibliographical references;
references is to show the pathway to a discovery that 

(3) Style guide for bibliography and citing 
electronic resources 
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(4) Learning statistics online CONCLUSIONS
Statistics form an essential part of the medical The Internet is rapidly evolving from a resource used 
literature. A basic understanding of statistics is vital for primarily by the research community to a true global 
deciding the right research methods and analyzing information network offering a wide range of 
results. Some of the useful biostatistics websites are databases and services. This evolution presents many 
as follows; opportunities for improved access to biomedical 

1information . Nowadays the need for obtaining 
updated medical information is essential to doctors in 
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Mirza Nubair Ahmed. Teaching to search effectively practice as well as in research and the Internet, being 
using Pub Med and other seach tools. J Coll the most easily accessible and affordable tool for 
Physician. Surg Pakistan 2008; 18(3):195-196.

extracting information, should be our first priority for 
this purpose. The websites referenced above will be of 4. European Medical Writers Association. [Homepage of 
great help to medical students, clinicians and European Medical Writers Association] [Online] 2009 

Jan 16 last update. [Cited Feb 2009] Available from: researchers in solving their problems faced while 
URL:http://www.emwa.org/converting their thoughts and research work into an 

article on paper.
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